
It’s hard to believe that it’s already November and the cold is beginning to feel like it’s going to stay 

for a while.  I hope everyone has had many opportunities to get out and get some exercise and birds 

when the weather was mild.  There are still plenty of opportunities but you might need an extra layer 

of clothing! 

 
As the year comes to a close, our December Board Meeting and Wild Game Potluck is 

scheduled for December 20, 2011 at the Montana FWP conference room on So. 19th.  

The board meeting will begin at 6:00 PM followed by our traditional wild game potluck dinner at 7 

PM.  Please mark your calendar for this event and bring your favorite game dish to share with others.   
 

Other club activities of immediate interest to club members are the Great Rockies Sport Show Feb 

24 – 26, 2012 in Bozeman and the annual club banquet.  MHGDC will be sponsoring a booth at the 
sport show and we will be looking for volunteers to help.  If interested, please contact Mike Heard, 

wxmheard@hotmail.com.  The clubs annual banquet will again be held at Johnny Carino’s on February 

11, 2012. More information on the banquet will be forthcoming.  

 
This past year the board developed and passed a proposal for making club members, who have made 

significant contributions to the MHGDC, as honorary members.  The procedure for nominating a club 

member is outlined in the Honorary Membership document in this newsletter.  Please take the time 

to nominate someone deserving of this privilege.   

 

Good luck during the remainder of the hunting season! 

 

Greg Johnson 

President’s Message 

Honorary Membership 

Honorary Membership  
A club member shall be consid-

ered for honorary membership 

by making significant contribu-

tions in fulfilling the club’s objec-

tives as stated in Article I, Sec-

tion 2 of the MHGDC Constitu-

tion.  This honor will be award-

ed to an individual(s) who has 

made significant contributions 

to the club in one or more of 

the following ways: helping oth-

ers with their gun dog training, 

actively engaged in sanctioned 

and licensed events and other 

club activities, maintained an 

active membership, and pro-

moted the betterment of water-

fowl/upland bird hunting 

through sharing knowledge and 

expertise relative to gun dog 

training and handling.     

Procedure 
Nominations for Honorary 

Membership are taken from any 

member in good standing.  A 

one-page summary will accom-

pany the nomination outlining 

the contributions and service 

the individual made in support 

of the club objectives.  Board 

Members and club officers will 

review the submitted nomina-

tion.  A member is elected as an 

Honorary Member by a two-

thirds majority vote of Board 

Members and club officers.   

Privileges   

Dues will be waived for the 

lifetime of an Honorary Mem-

ber.  The Honorary Member 

can participate in all activities of 

MHGDC given to members in 

good standing.  A permanent 

plaque will be presented to an 

Honorary Member(s) at the 

annual Club banquet. 

November 1st, 2011 
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Members Present:  

Jack Weiss, Greg John-

son, Mike Heard, Steve 

Fink, Cheryl Johnson, 

Sam Robinson, and Jeff 

Squire. Absent were:  

David French, Peter 

Bakun and Al Gadoury 
Minutes from the Au-

gust 16 meeting read 

and approved.   
Treasurer’s Report: 

Steve presented a sum-

mary of club expendi-

tures and income 

through August.  Club 

has a net operating in-

come of $4741.  He 

made deposits for birds 
for 2012 Field Trials, 

NSTRA, HRC and 

trainings. These total 

$7447. 
Retriever Report: 

HRC judging seminar 

will be held on Febru-

ary 18 at the Bozeman 

Library. 
Pointer Report:  Off 

hunting 
 Spaniel Report:  The 

2012 Field Trial will be 

March 31 and April 1.  

A meeting to discuss 

the trial, hunt test and 

TED’s of the spaniel 

group will be set up by 

Jack. 
Unfinished Business:  

1: Bird purchase de-

posits made by Steve 

for 2012. 2. Banquet 
planned for 2/11/12 at 

Johnny Carinos. Sam 

will head up raffle and 

auction items. 3. Dis-

cussed options of get-

ting a trailer to store 

retriever equipment.  

Sam will approach 
Wayne Fredrickson 

about possible pur-

chase of a trailer.4. 

Randy will coordinate 

with FWP on the tim-

ing adding road mix to 

the access road at the 

training grounds. 5. 

The nominating com-

mittee (Jeff Squire, Dan 

Marsh, and Priscilla 

Robinson) is working 

on filling the Treasurer 

and Secretary posi-

tions. 
New Business: 1.The 

club calendar for 2012 

is being finalized.  2. 

The annual club potluck 

dinner will be held at 

FWP on December 20 
at 7 PM.  A board 

meeting will precede 

the dinner starting at 6 

PM. 3. The board asks 

members to submit 

possible candidate for 

“Honorary Member-

ship”. 

Meeting adjourned and 

next meeting will be 

December 20, 2011. 

Photos 

from Al 

Gadory: 

Board Meeting Minutes October 18, 2011 
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MHGDC will have an 

informational booth again 

at the Great Rockies 

sports Show.  

The show will be Febru-

ary 24-26th 2012.  The 

event has moved to the 

MSU Brick Breeden Field-

house and should be big-

ger and better. 

The event runs Friday 

Feb. 24th from 1pm to 

8pm, Saturday Feb 25th 

from 10am to 6pm and 

Sunday the 26th from 

10am to 4pm. 

Look for us at the Great Rockies Sport Show 
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We need volunteers 

to work the club 

booth and we recom-

mend one person 

from each group be at 

the booth at all times.  
We paid for 12 workers 

passes and I recommend 

4 members from each 

group to get a free pass 

deadline is January 1st. If 

you would like to help 

out at this event please 

contact Mike Heard at 

406.490.6298  
This will be the third year 

we have been at this 

event and in the past we 

have earned new mem-

bers and spread the word 

out to sports enthusiasts 

who we are and what we 

do. 

The club booth is #535 

which is on the right side 

of the field house and 

very close to the en-

trance. 
This year there will be a 

kids fishing pond and a 

flycasting pond in the field 

house. There will be 

more vendors at this 

event than in the past and 

should draw folks from all 

over SW Montana that. 
This will be a good op-

portunity to advertise the 

club and what we offer.   



  I am compiling a CD of Club 

Members photos for 2011. 

This will be displayed at 

club meetings, Christmas 

party and the Sportsman 

show. This includes all 

groups. If you have any new 

hunting, field trial, training 

or just good photo’s of your 

dog please e-mail me a j-peg 

at al@6xoutfitters.com.  

 
Kerri Payne’s Yellow Lab Den-

nis earned his HRC Upland 

Title at the fall Hunt Test in 

Chewalah, Washington.  

 
The Hun and sharptail grouse 

populations in central MT were 

about the same as last year. 

There were more old birds 

than I have seen in a long time. 

They knew how to run and 

take the young of the year with 

them. Birds were spread out 

over a wide area due to the 

excellent cover. Much of it was 

too thick to hunt. Sage grouse 

numbers were good. Pheasants 

remain below average. They 

say the waterfowl numbers are 

the best since the 1950’s.  

 
 Retrievers will be training as 

soon as the waterfowl season 

ends. If you would like to be on 

the e-mail-training list please let 

me know. Any retrieving breed 

at any level and any age is wel-

come to train with us. Check 

your e-mail for time and place. 

Please bring a duck call, dark 

and a light jacket and any train-

ing equipment that you have. 

To train with live gamebirds or 

participate in the flushing dog 

Training Evaluation Days you 

must have a game bird permit 

from FWP. Copies are available 

on the club website 

www.mhgdc.org. 
 

Our HRC Upland Hunt Test 

will be at Headwaters May 5-6, 

2012. This is open to all flush-

ing breeds. I am the chairman. 

Please let me know if you 

would like to volunteer to help 

and I will put you on the list. 
 

Al Gadoury  

 

We might have a property 

change to hold our July HRC 

Hunt Test. We have not made 

a final decision yet, however, 

we would like your input on 

the matter before we finalized 

our 2012 event plans by the 

first of the year. 

The Story Creek Duck Club 

about 10 miles North of Bel-

grade is a working cattle ranch 

but offers waterfowl and up-

land hunting. The land owner is 

very excited to hold our event 

and will adjust when the cattle 

are on/off the property to 

meet our needs. 

The images on the right show 

most of the property details. 

First there are no ponds. East 

Gallatin River and smaller 

sloughs meander through the 

property. There is a mix of 

grass fields for hay production 

and natural grasses that are 

left alone along with some 

timbered areas. It is all flat 

ground with a variety of short 

to tall grasses. Very similar 

land characteristics to that of 
Bill Tottens property near 

Twin Bridges. 

The biggest hurdle to this 

property will be moving water 

in the river and very slow 

moving currents in the 

sloughs. I believe it will work 

just fine for our needs. 

The property is plenty big 

enough to hold all three 

stakes at the same time. 

Look it up on line at 4400 

Swamp Road, Belgrade MT 

and tell us what you think. 

 

Mike Heard 

Retriever Report 

Possible Change 

in Property for 

the Retriever 

HRC Regular 

Hunt in July 
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It’s time to hold an HRC judges and handler 

seminar. The club held our first HRC semi-

nar 3 years ago, since then we  have held 3 

HRC regular hunts and 1 upland hunt test.  

In order for all of us to continue to qualify 

to judge these events we need to meet the 

seminar requirement. 

This seminar is also a great way for new 

folks to learn more about the rules and pro-

cedures for  running a dog at an HRC hunt 

test event. 

It is FREE!  

February 18th (Saturday) 

Bozeman Public Library 

9am to 5pm 

Lunch will be included 

Margo Ellis will conduct the seminar. Margo 

is a MHGDC member and is our regional 

representative for HRC. 

Please contact Mike Heard via email:  

wxmheard@hotmail.com  

if you plan on attending. We will need a 

head count for lunches. 

 

If the weather is good, we will conduct a 

field session on Sunday the 19th at the club 

training grounds near Missouri Headwaters 

State Park by Three Forks. We will let you 

know at the seminar. 

Member to contact 

emails: 

Mike Heard 

wxmheard@hotmail.com 

John & Kerri Payne 

jkpayne1@aol.com 

Margo Ellis 

huntswlabs@live.com 

 

 

Several members of the re-

triever group of MHGDC are 

influential members for Tri-

Tronics. 

We can get you e-collars, 

transmitters, electronic remote 

releasers etc. for a discounted 

price. 

We can beat the local sporting 

good stores price on the basic 
“Sport  Combo G3 exp” to the 

“Pro 500 G3 exp” to the 

“Upland G3 beeper”.  

Judges/Handler Seminar 

Tri Tronics Influential Members 
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The American Kennel Club Honors a Different Breed 

The American Kennel Club Honors a Different Breed of Veteran Print This Article [Thursday, November 

03, 2011] 

In honor of Veterans Day and in celebration of the New York City return of AKC Meet the Breeds® at 

the Javits Center on November 19th and 20th, the American Kennel Club® (AKC) celebrates the breeds 

most commonly used to defend and protect the United States alongside our dedicated service men and women. 

An estimated 600 dogs currently serve the U.S. Military in Afghanistan and Iraq and while German Shepherd Dogs are often used, other 

notable breeds include the Airedale Terrier used in several wars as a dependable dispatch bearer, and the Belgian Malinois, the breed 

speculated to have assisted Seal Team 6 in taking down Osama Bin Laden. 

"The AKC salutes the contributions dogs have made in protecting our nation this Veterans Day," said AKC Meet the Breeds spokesper-

son Gina DiNardo. "From detecting bombs to search and rescue these breeds show courage and dedication as they work alongside their 

human counterparts." 

While there are numerous breeds used by the U.S. Military, some of the most popular include: 

 

Airedale Terrier – The undisputed "King of Terriers," the Airedale Terrier is the largest and hardiest of 

the terriers. They have a sweet disposition, but training is a must for these quick learners who can get 

bored easily. Airedale Terriers have been used in several wars as messengers because of their ability to 

fearlessly deliver information even after becoming injured. 

For more information visit the Airedale Terrier Club of America at: www.Airedale.org 

 

Belgian Malinois – The Belgian Malinois is a confident breed that loves its family and is naturally protective of 
its owners without being overly aggressive. This breed is intelligent and happiest with regular activity and a 

job to do, excelling as a police and military working dog. In fact, when properly outfitted with flotation 

vests, this breed and others serving in the military can make short jumps from helicopters into the water. 

For more information visit the American Belgian Malinois Club at: www.malinoisclub.com 

 

Doberman Pinscher – Known to be energetic, affectionate, obedient and loyal, the Doberman Pinscher has 

proved itself as friend and guardian. The breed is in high demand as a police and military dog due to its 

intelligence and ability to absorb and retain training. During the 1940’s 25 Marine War Dogs mostly 

Doberman Pinschers gave their lives liberating Guam. 

For more information visit the Doberman Pinscher Club of America at: www.dpca.org 

 

German Shepherd Dog – Consistently one of the United States’ most popular breeds according to AKC® 

Registration Statistics, the German Shepherd Dog is energetic, fun-loving and a loyal family pet. They re-

quire regular exercise and their intelligence, high trainability and loyalty have made them a popular choice 

for police and military work. German Shepherds like other military breeds are used for their strong sense 

of smell which is estimated to be 40 times greater than that of a human. 

For more information visit the German Shepherd Dog Club of America at: www.gsdca.org 

 

Siberian Husky – Bred in Northeast Asia as a sled dog, the Siberian Husky is known for its amazing endur-

ance and willingness to work. Its agreeable and outgoing temperament makes it a great all-around dog. The 

breed served in the Army’s Arctic Search and Rescue Unit during World War II. 

For more information visit the Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc. at: www.shca.org 

From the Afghan Hound to the Turkish Van, AKC Meet the Breeds is the world’s largest showcase of dogs 

and cats and offers pet lovers a unique opportunity to play with some of the country’s rarest dog and cat breeds while educating them-

selves about responsible pet ownership and choosing the right pet for their lifestyle. Presented by PetPartners, Inc., this family-friendly 

event will showcase 160 AKC registered dog breeds and 50 TICA registered cat breeds – in booths individually decorated to depict each 

breed’s country of origin, historical purpose/function, and attributes as a family pet – include fun animal demonstrations and more than 

100 vendors selling unique dog and cat items. 

Visit www.MeetTheBreeds.com for more information on these dog and cat breeds or meet them in person at AKC Meet the Breeds 

November 19th and 20th at the Javits Center in New York City or meet these dog breeds at the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship 

December 17th and 18th in Orlando, Florida. 



 

 

SAN ANTONIO — When a sniper's bullet struck Pfc. Colton Rusk, the first to reach his body was his 

best friend Eli — a bomb-sniffing, black Labrador so loyal he snapped at other Marines who rushed to 

his fallen handler. 

"Eli bit one of them," said Rusk's father, Darrell, recalling the story told to him by other Marines. 

After Rusk died Dec. 6, his parents decided they wanted to adopt his dog. They picked Eli up Thursday 

at Lackland Air Force to take him back to their home in rural South Texas. It was only the second time 

that a U.S. military dog has been adopted by the family of a handler killed in combat. 

Eli wagged his tail furiously when he was brought into a small room inside the 37th Training Wing to meet his new owners. A Marine staff ser-

geant tried to get the dog to sit obediently while he read a letter of thanks to the family, but he relented after Eli kept lunging forward to sniff 

Rusk's mother, Kathy. 

When the leash was finally handed to Darrell Rusk, his wife and two sons each crouched down to hug and pet Eli, who lifted his front right paw 

to invite their hands toward his belly. All were crying. 

"Every time he called home, it was always about Eli," Kathy Rusk said of her son. "It gave me some comfort knowing that Colton wasn't alone 

over there." 

Military dogs are often adopted after their service is over or if they don't make it through training. But in the case of Eli, who was serving his 

second stint in Afghanistan when Rusk was shot, it wasn't just a simple matter of Rusk's family asking for him. 

Eli wasn't injured in the attack that killed Rusk and was still considered "operational," meaning he could have been transferred to another handler. 

The Defense Department invests thousands of dollars in training each military dog, all of which come through Lackland. When the Rusks asked 

about adopting Eli, pulling the dog out of service required permission from the Secretary of the Navy, said Doug Miller, who manages the De-

fense Department's military working dog program. 

Knowing there had only been one other adoption like Eli's, Kathy Rusk said she didn't want to get her hopes up. 

"I'm sure it helps the family in the grieving process, because they can touch the last thing that was with him," Miller said. 

Eli was assigned to Rusk in May, before Rusk was deployed on his 20th birthday. Kathy Rusk said her son was thrilled by the assignment, especial-

ly after growing up surrounded by dogs on the family's 100-acre ranch in Orange Grove, just outside Corpus Christi on the Texas coast. 

The two quickly grew inseparable. Military dogs are supposed to sleep in kennels when deployed, but Rusk broke the rules and let Eli curl up 

with him on his cot. Other times, the dog took up the entire sleeping bag. Rusk ate ready-to-eat meals, so that's what Eli ate instead of dog food, 

Darrell Rusk said. 

"Whatever is mine is his," Colton Rusk wrote on his Facebook page. 

Darrell Rusk keeps more than a dozen photos of his son and Eli on his iPhone. One favorite is a photo of Rusk sticking out his tongue to mimic a 

panting Eli. 

Military officials believe Rusk came under fire in Afghanistan after another vehicle in a Marine convoy ran over a hidden explosive. Rusk was shot 

after the soldiers stopped to secure the area. He might have been trying to tie up Eli. 

"The enemy is aware that the dogs are finding their stuff, so it's logical they would pick a dog or handler to take out," Miller said. 

Eli will join three German shepherds at the Rusks' ranch. The family put dogs to work hunting hogs when Rusk was growing up — a task that 

might be easy for Eli, who Darrell Rusk said sniffed out two explosives the day he son was killed. 

But Eli's working days are over. 

"You're going home and relaxing," said Kathy Rusk, leaning in close to Eli and rubbing his snout. "You're going home." 

Veteran Day Tribute Story from the Associated Press: By PAUL J. WEBER  Page 7 
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Two of our retriever members were fortunate to run a National event both in the retriever hunt test 

game but on opposite sides. Paul McGinnis and his dog Woody ran the “Master National” which re-

quired an MH title through the AKC hunt test program. Margo Ellis and Meg ran the “Fall Grand” which 

required an HRCH title through the UKC Hunting Retriever Club. To run at a national level requires 

time, money and well trained retrievers. Here are their stories about running national events this year: 

 

Paul McGinnis: 

Our adventure to the Master National started back in Jan. of this year.  AJ and I 

went to Buckeye, AZ, to train during the winter.  We joined the Copper State 

Retriever Club and networked with some of the club members there.  Woody had 
his Junior title at this time.   

  

Starting in Feb. we started entering Woody in Senior tests.  We traveled 

from Arizona to California to Oregon to Nevada and Utah where he earned his 

Master title in Salt Lake City on May 30, two days after his second birthday.  We 

ended up in Glyndon, MN, for a double Master test to get Woody qualified for the Master National. 

  

We left Dillon on Sept. 17 enroot to Cambridge, MD, for the Master National.  Along the way we 

stopped in Coshocton, OH, for a tune up Master test.  The test was not very challenging but it was good 

to run in a different part of the country with different cover and conditions.  Woody passed without any 

handles on his marks.  1-2 whistles on his blinds. 

  

We then left for Waldoff, MD for a week of training prior to the National.  Woody was marking and 

handling well at this time and I felt that he was ready to take on the big test. 

  

There were 576 dogs entered in this years Master National.  There were three flights of 193 dogs in 

each.  Woody was dog #190 in Flight A.  The test started on Sunday, Oct. 1 and Woody did not get to 

run until Monday afternoon.  The first series was a land triple with an out of order flyer and a double 

blind.  The flyer was landing in medium to heavy cover approx. 100-125 yards out.  One blind was plant-

ed approx. 15 yards from the second dead bird mark.  The other blind was placed at the end of a corn 

row up against heavy cover.  Unfortunately Woody did not get past the first series but neither did a lot 

of the young dogs.   

  

I think there were a number of factors that played a role in Woody's failure and I have a number of 

things to work on with him.  I took him to the National without high expectations as he is only two 

years old.  With continued training and age I'm sure he's going to pass the National in the future. 

  

Going to the National is a big investment in time and money.  It is very challenging and a big step up 

from your average weekend test.  However, if your dog(s) passes you can brag that you have one of the 

finest hunting retrievers in the nation.   

Read more about the Master National at this link:  TheRetrieverNews 

MHGDC members running National Events in 2011 
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The 2011 Fall Hunting Retriever Grand 

took place September 9th thru 13th in 
Ontario Canada. My adventure started 
on September 2 as I started the drive 

with HRCH UH Broken Willows 
Screamin Eagle MH, or to her close 

friends, Meg.  

 
Any HRCH is eligible to run the Hunt-
ing Retriever Grand, you just need to 

be a member of HRC and be in good 

standing with the UKC.  

 
Our plan was to arrive in Canada on 
Monday and start training with some of 

the local club members. These training 
grounds allowed us to work with some 
of the terrain and water that Meg and I 

would see during the tests. Most clubs 
offer great grounds for pre-grand 
training and training while the grand is 

running. Lake Ontario HRC also was 
able to provide fresh birds to anyone 
that wanted them at a very reasonable 

cost. They also had pheasants for the 
upland training that would be required 

for the 5th and final series of the grand. 

 
After training hard all week I gave Meg 
a day off, I didn’t want her to be too 

tired, 5 days of testing can take a lot of 
out of an older dog and I wanted her 
fresh for one of the water tests. I 

heard it was going to be tough, and it 

was but more about that later.  

 
The very first official day of the grand 
is Friday night, the judges have been 

here since Wednesday taking the 
grand judges seminar and looking over 
their grounds and setting up their tests 

on Thursday. They will throw birds 
from morning to dusk running different 
dogs on the marks to see how the light 

and wind will affect the test and make 
any changes that may need to happen 

before the big day on Saturday.   

 
On Friday night the handlers banquet 
takes place where old and new friends 

come together to find out what tests 
they will be running in the morning. 
Everyone wants to start on land but 

two flights will draw water. They usual-

ly ask for new grand handlers from 
each flight, with a coin toss the winner 

gets to choose what his or her flight 
will start on. Our new handler didn’t 
have a clue and picked water……oh 

well you have to run all the tests 
sometime during the week might as 
well get it out of the way early. Re-

mind me of that statement again when 

you see me J  
After the banquet everyone heads back 
to their hotel to get a good night sleep. 

You are going to need it.  

  

The Grand consists of 5 series, two 

land tests, two water tests and the 
upland. There are four groups of dogs 
each group draws what they will start 

off on. Group A and B will flip water 
and land as will groups C and D. Each 
test has two judges and one grand hunt 
committee member; these judges will 

stay at their test thru all four series of 
dogs. Then all eight judges come to-
gether to put on the upland tests, what 

usually happens is four judges take one 
side of a field while the other four 
head to the opposite side of the field. 

This allows the upland to progress 

pretty quickly.  

 
The Grand is the only place in the 

UKC retriever events where a point 

system is use to judge a dog, each 
judge can give you a 2, a 1 or zero. 
Those scores are then added together 

to confirm that a dog and handler can 
proceed to the next series or if they 

are going home.  
Series 1 you must have a score of 2 or 
better to proceed. Series 2 you must 

have a 6 or more to move forward and 
so on until you hit the upland then all 
points are dropped and it is back to 

pass or fail of the upland. To gain the 
GRHRCH title a dog must have two 
grand passes and total of 300 points. 

Not an easy task J but I love trying.  

 
Meg and I drew a water test to start 

our grand. Most of these test diagrams 
will be available in the next HRC maga-

zine so I won’t go into each tests de-
scription but they are all very doable 

tests for a consistent running dog.  
The test was a water triple with a blind 

and honor. As you walk to the line 
your dog is graded on obedience at the 
grand level. In this test Meg picked up 
the two outside birds clean but when 

she went for the long bird up the 
middle she had a hard time finding it, 
she started to increase her hunt area 

and the judges asked me to put her on 
the bird…..well there is a 1 from each 
judge. We ran the blind well and hon-

ored but I knew we had marginal work 
the first day. In the Grand you are 

really only allowed one marginal day. 

The second series was the land test, 
triple with a blind and diversion. Meg 
had three no-birds……can you say 

nervous! By the time we got back to 
the line the third time I was almost 
silly. But she did a beautiful job picking 
up the marks with little to no hunt and 

1 whistled the blind. I knew we had 2’s 
from each judge that gave me my 6 
points to move the third series. Re-

member I had a pair of 1’s from day 
one add that score to the pair of twos 

and that gives me the 6.  

 
During each of these series all of the 

other handlers are wishing you luck 
and telling you any little hints that they 
might have to help you succeed at 

these tests. All are willing to help you 
out with any strategy to survive this 

test.   

 
Our third series was that killer water 
test I spoke about in the beginning of 

my story, this was a cloggy muck of a 
pond that they had build a dock for 
you and your dog to walk out further 

on the water so that all marks were 
clearly visible. We waited all day to run 
but this test was taking about 10-15 

per dog! By the time it was getting 

dark they told the last three dogs in 
our flight to come back in the morning. 

So back we go in the morning and 
again Meg gets another no bird. Now 
we have to go back three dogs and 

come back to the line after another 45 
min. wait…….after all this Meg picks 
up the marks clean and does her diver-
sion and then comes this blind. Now 

remember she is tired by now and that 
clump of grass to the left looks very 
inviting. I couldn’t get her to hold a 

cast without scalloping back to the left 
again and again. Not what the judges 
were looking for but they gave me a 

pair of 1’s that didn’t allow us the 
required points to move forward, I 
needed 4 points or total of 10 to move 

on. We were out but we had a total 
blast and were invited to be the one of 

the upland test dogs the next day.  

 
After the upland Meg and I started the 

long ride home but not before we said 
our tearful goodbyes to all our old 
friends and wished them the best of 
luck. The Grand is a test that any dog 

can run, is it judged to a higher degree? 
Yes, but if it were easy everyone 
would be doing it, oh wait they are!!! If 

you want to know more about the 
grand hunt ask me anytime I would be 
happy to bend your ear for hours, if 

want to know more about the rules 
and score system grab your rule book, 
it is all in there. They also offer a grand 

hunt handlers seminar the Friday be-
fore each grand. This shows the han-
dlers exactly what the judges will be 

looking for in your dogs’ performance. 

 
Meg and will continue to seek out that 
second pass she needs to be GRHRCH 
UH Broken Willows Screamin Eagle 
MH. But she will always be the Meg-

ster to me and her closest friends.  

See you at the line.  

More information on  

UKC HRC Fall Grand 

Click Here 
 

 

A Grand Adventure with Margo and Meg 

http://huntingretrieverclub.org/GRAND/2011FALL/Fall%20Grand%20Index%20Page.htm


Report from the 2011 Nation-
al Cocker Championships 
by Robert Griffin and Olivia Steele-Mortimer 
 
The 2011 National Cocker Championship was 
held Oct 27-28th at the Little Moran Hunt Club 
in Staples, MN which is a wonderful property 
owned and run by Steve & Gayle Grossman.  

Incidentally, Steve is a big Setter man who 
trains and runs some fantastic wild bird hunts 
for those who might be inclined that way.  The 
NCC is an AKC event that is open to all English 
Cocker and Cocker Spaniels who obtained a 
placement in an Open stake at any AKC-
licensed Cocker Field Trial within the previous 
three years. This year’s NCC entry of 78 dogs, all 
field bred English Cockers, was the largest yet 
with competitors from as far afield as Texas and 
New York.  The judges were Ernie Hasse (MI) 
and Mike Wallace (VA). As in Springer Spaniel 
field trials, the Judges judge the dogs for game-
finding ability, steadiness, and retrieving. In 
game-finding the dog should cover all his 
ground on the beat, leaving no game in his terri-
tory and showing courage in facing cover. Dogs 
must be steady to wing and shot and obey all 
commands. When ordered to retrieve they 
should do this tenderly and with speed. Reasons 
for elimination are lack of steadiness or control, 
failing a retrieve, poaching from the other 
course, hard mouth, lack of ground coverage, or 
lack of pace.  

 
Montana was repre-
sented by six dogs:  
Spydie and Buster, 
owned and handled 
by Olivia Steele-
Mortimer; Ruby and 
Annie owned by 
Robert and Dede 
Griffin handled by 
Robert Griffin; Mul-
ligan owned and 

handled by Dominique Savoie; and Moxie 
owned by Cheryl Dooley and handled by 
Dominique Savoie.  All of these dogs are sea-
soned competitors and have run in previous 
Nationals. Annie has already had several place-
ments at the NCC including a 2nd place in 2006, 
a 3rd place in 2007, and a Certificate of Merit in 
2008.  Last year Annie and Ruby both received 
a CoM and Spydie and Mulligan completed the 
NCC.  In 2008 Spydie got a CoM at the Canadi-
an Spaniel Nationals, where all flushing spaniels 
compete together. Many of you will also have 
seen these dogs participating in field trials, hunt 
tests and picnic trials put on by MHGDC. Spe-
cial mention should go out to Cheryl Dooley 
who campaigned in her first field trial earlier 
this fall in Washington.  She received 3rd place 
with Moxie having bought Moxie from 
Dominique Savoie just a year ago. This is 
Cheryl’s first spaniel and it’s great to see some-
body new having success. Unfortunately Cheryl 
could not get time off work to get to the 2011 
NCC. 
 
The NCC is run in the same format as the 
Springer Spaniel Nationals with 5 land series 
and a water series.  Dogs are run in brace, work-
ing parallel beats, in the first four series. After 
the 4th series the judges call the best dogs back 

to the 5th series, in which the dogs run singly 
under both judges. This year the first two series 
were held in very natural hunting cover with 
thick dry grasses varying in height – sometimes 
up to 4ft – interspersed with one small patch of 
cattails and with woods on either side. A long 
straight course was run in one direction after 
which everybody walked or rode the hay wagon 
shuttle back to the start. The weather was bright 
sunshine and cool with the light winds swirling 
from a headwind to a crossing downwind. A mix 
of pheasant hens and roosters flew very well 
with only a few traps.  The guns were exception-
al as they were able to ride out their shots which 
resulted in some great retrieves.  Only a handful 
of dogs were lost in the first two series due to 
breaking or failed retrieves and both judges and 
spectators commented on the high standard of 
work overall. Unfortunately Moxie went out in 
the 2nd series having failed a retrieve in the tall 
grass.  
 
The 2nd series was completed on the end of the 
second day. But there was no early night, as 
callbacks for third series were not posted until 
after 10 pm. The judges did drop some dogs at 
this point and only 48 dogs were called back to 
the 3rd series including the remaining five Mon-
tana dogs.  On Saturday, which was sunny but a 
quite a bit cooler, the 3rd and 4th series were 
held in the woods with chukar.  We ran through 
very dense stands of “popples” and wild rose 
containing native Ruffed Grouse and Wood-
cock.  Ruby’s second bird contact in the 3rd was 
a Ruffed Grouse, which was not shot.  The 
thickness of the cover made it hard going for 
handlers and judges, in contrast the birds and 
dogs could move about freely. Needless to say 
this made for some challenging situations. The 
Montana dogs did well in the woods but it was 
something that you needed to have trained for 
and a lot of handlers had trouble. Following the 
4th series the judges deliberated for about an 
hour before giving callbacks to the 5th.  There 
were 19 dogs called back to 5th, including Spyd-
ie, Ruby and Mulligan.  It was late in the day 
and obviously we were going to have to hustle to 
finish in daylight.  The 5th series was back out in 
the open field with tall grasses but between two 
tree lines. Pheasants were used and there were 
some huge retrieves. Seven dogs went out in the 
5th by failing a retrieve, passing a bird, weak 
flush or dropping a retrieve and refusing to pick 
it up again.  
 
Twelve dogs were called back to the water se-
ries. There was some surprise when it was an-
nounced that we would go straight to water as 
the sun was already setting.  A questionable 
water series was held at a small pond, which 
was illuminated by the headlights of five trucks. 
The water was a single marked retrieve of about 
20-30 yards, unfortunately several dogs were 
obviously unsettled by the lights and shadows 
and went out in this unfortunate manner.  All 
three Montana dogs completed although Spyd-
ie, who weighs a whopping 24 lbs with both ears 
full of water, caused some concern after getting 
caught up in a nasty weed patch.  Luckily it did 
not bother her as much as it did the audience! 
In the end only 8 dogs survived all 6 series and 
this included Mulligan, Ruby and Spydie. 
 
The winner of the NCC 2011, and the new Na-

tional Champion, was Quinn handled by Sue 
Wilson. Quinn also won the Guns Award and 
was an extremely popular winner. The Montana 
group, all members of MHGDC, had an out-
standing trial. Throughout the trial, Spydie put 
on a performance of consistency and she really 
shone in the woods, her efforts were rewarded 
with Third Place. Mulligan and Ruby were both 
rewarded with CoMs. Altogether it was a very 
well run Nationals and, with the possible excep-
tion of the water test, provided every opportuni-
ty for the dogs to show what they can do.  
 
For more photographs please go to the cockers 
in the field website: 
http://www.julieannwallace.net/
images/2011NCC/index.htm 
 
For information on the Little Moran hunt Club: 
http://www.poutfest.com/littlemoran/
littlemoranfront.html 
 
Placements: 
 
1st place & Guns Award 
#33 - FC Quailmoor Quilcene SH   "Quinn" 
Owners:  Alan and Sue Wilson 
Handler:  Sue Wilson 

 
2nd place 
#48 - Oahe Sweet Dilemma "Emma" 
Owners:  Dan and Jennifer Murray 
Handler:  Dan Murrray 

 
3rd place 
#9 - FC CFC Mallowdale Cassy SH "Spydie" 
Owner/Handler:  Olivia Steele-Mortimer 

 
4th place 
#7 - FC Warrener's Great Crested Flycatch-
er  "Snickett" 
Owner:  Vicky Thomas 
Handler:  Paul McGagh 

 
Certificate of Merit: 
 
#19 - Warrener's Montana Gem “Ruby" 
Owners:  Robert and Deirdre Griffin 
Handler:  Robert Griffin 

 
#64 - NFC FC CFC CAFC Ballymena's Irish 
Rose "Nellie" 
Owners:  Lisa and Hobson Brown 
Handler:  Tom Ness 

 
#67 - FC Full of Mulligans "Mulligan" 
Owner/Handler:  Dominique Savoie 
 

#76 - FC AFC CFC CAFC Warrener's Black Sco-
ter MH NA NAJ WDX "Oscar" 
Owners:  Lisa and Hobson Brown Jr.  
Handler:  Tom Ness 

http://www.julieannwallace.net/images/2011NCC/index.htm
http://www.julieannwallace.net/images/2011NCC/index.htm
http://www.poutfest.com/littlemoran/littlemoranfront.html
http://www.poutfest.com/littlemoran/littlemoranfront.html


Member Hunting Reports 
 

 
I have only made it out for a 6 day trip to North Dakota to hunt on my farm.  The bird count in our area was down compared to last 

year due to the wet spring they had in S/SW ND.  The other factor was the amount of Sunflowers still standing.  The birds had ample cover 
and plemty of food to go around.  We did not see near the amount of birds on the roads in the AM and evening.    My pup (Saturday 

Night Miss Eleanor "ellie") was not able to hunt due to an injury sustained training early summer.   We did have a couple young lab pups 

that really came into their own during the trip.  So wonderful to watch the young dogs' lightbulbs pop on when they get it.    

   

The highlight of the trip was my cousin's old Black Lab that might not be the most active dog in the bunch but has the best nose I have ever 

had the chance of hunting with.  We never lost a bird the days that Cash was on the line and trust me, we dropped some in the thickest, 

ugliest CRP you can imagine.     

  

Happy Hunting  

Jamie Fitterer 

 

 
I have had MHGDC’s help getting my new Springer pup, ‘Trig’ , in working order this year. At the start of the grouse/partridge season Trig 

was 10-11 months old and anxious to find the birds. 
The bird numbers are not what I have seen, in places I have hunted for years.  I am mixed in that summary mostly because of the wonder-

fully mild weather in S. Central MT this fall not forcing the birds into cover spots I am used to hunting.  Any case, we had not found any 

shootable birds the first two or three outings in the season and Trig was simply having a good run.   About the 3 or 4th outing, Trig 

showed signs I would relate to a dog scenting a bird but we were on a farm road in very short fresh cut wheat.  Not a place I could sense a 

bird rise was immanent.  
With in a few moments of quartering back and forth over the farm road, three hun’s burst up just in front of Trig’s face.  In a shock I was 

able to knock two down, killing one and winging the other.  Trig, as if he had been hunting for seasons, burst out after the dead bird and 

retrieved it to me.  After just a second of asking for it, he allowed me to gather the bird and he bolted in the direction of the winged bird 

wanting little to no praise for his first real retrieve. Trailing just a moment he flushed the wounded bird again and caught in the fashion a 

true Springer would, acerbating through the air.  This bird was a bit more to ask him to retrieve with all the excitement of second winged 

flush.  After a moment of parading around with the live bird in his mouth he allowed me to gather the bird from him, which was still alive 

and un-damaged.  

I could not have been more proud! Springer Spaniels are now by far my favorite upland bird dog.  

  

Charles D. Holt 

 

 
Diane and I left Bozeman on September 24th for our annual Upland Bird Safari. We started hunting Sharptails and Huns in the Choteau 

area. Even though it was hot we had some fine mornings.  
Our next stop was Chinook. We did not find as many Sharptails as last year, but we saw a lot of Pheasants. After a week in Chinook we 

moved to Malta where we found a number of Sharptails. 

We arrived in Culbertson on the 7th of October. The forecast was for a below average year. However, we have found plenty of Pheasants 

and Sharptails. The Pointer club training has really paid off as our three Brittainys have found an abundance of birds. 

Unfortunately the Safari comes to an end on November 1st. 
 

Peter Bakun 

 

 
Since I moved to Bozeman, around 4 years ago, I haven’t found a good place to hunt waterfowl that was close to home until now. I recently 

discovered the Story Creek Waterfowl Club. It is a duck club that is just 10 miles North of Belgrade. Of course it aint cheap! But it is so 

close to home that I can hunt birds in the morning and still get to work on time in the afternoon. They offer mostly waterfowl hunting from 

3 nice blinds and I can hunt pheasants a couple times a month. I never hunted out of large blinds with picnic tables, heaters, supplied decoys 

and the best part is you can drive right up to the blind and drop your gear off and go park the vehicle down a ways and walk back into the 

blind. Love that! As far as bird numbers, the local waterfowl birds are a little scarce in late October and the weather has been mild with 

plenty of open water, sloughs, creeks and the east Gallatin river so the birds have plenty of room to roost. Waiting for colder weather to 

improve hunting conditions. 

 

Mike Heard 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My dog died recently and I am not replacing it due to my age and health is-

sues. 

 

All of these items are in good condition. 

 

Tri-Tronics Sport 65 BPR electronic collar  $85 

Oster Golden A-5 clipper (the best)   $75 

Oster Lucky Dog clipper     $20 

Large size Pet Porter plastic dog crate  $40 

Hunting chaps, 1000 denier cloth   $15 

Canvas carry bag, new     $25 

Toe nail clippers for dogs     $10 

 
Several leather and nylon collars, combs, hair mat rake, 9” SS feed pans 

combs. Tooth scalers, hunting vest and hunting coat. Prices are negotiable. 

 

Ray Bradley 

406-587-8867 

E-mail: betbrad918@aol.com  



2011 National Open for retrievers is in Oakdale, 

California on November 13th-19th. Check out the 

details and blogs at the retriever news link: 

 

TheRetrieverNews 

http://2011nrcreport.theretrievernews.com/


One of Montana’s great pheasant habitats is in danger! 

The Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge Complex near Malta is undertaking a Comprehensive 

Conservation Plan. This Plan will set out the management and use of the Refuge Complex for 15 

years. Our Chapter members have supported the Refuge Complex for many years by providing 

cost-share dollars for irrigation equipment, and worked closely with the Refuge staff to acquire 

and improve upland bird habitat on the nearby Beaver Creek WPA (Copple and Masters Tracts). 

The Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment is available on-line 

at :http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/ccp/mt/bwd/bwd.html. Written comments 

are due July 25, 2011. A public meeting will be held in Malta on June 28, 2011, 6:30-

8:30 PM at the Great Northern Hotel. 

The Plan, if implemented will negatively impact the pheasant population on 

the refuge complex. This will impact our Chapter members. 

The refuge and surrounding area has an abundance of Russian Olives, con-

sidered an invasive species on the refuge. These trees provide both shelter 

and a very abundant winter food source for non-native pheasants and native 

sharptail grouse. As many of our Chapter members have recently seen, the 

Refuge has undertaken a very aggressive and expensive program to eradi-

cate Russian Olives from the Refuge.  In winters like the one we have just 

experienced, the upland birds on the refuge are now being deprived of this 

important food source.  The Comprehensive Conservation Plan calls for 

removal of 75 additional acres of Russian Olive from the refuge. 

The Conversation Plan also calls for removal of all shelterbelts on 

the refuge, to be replaced with native grasses, forbs and shrubs. The Plan 

calls for replacement of non-native grasses with prairie grasses. 

The Conservation Plan does not mention the effects to the pheasant population from the proposed habitat changes. Also, it pre-

dicts the local economy will benefit by an increased number of hunters and visitors as a result of converting much of the upland 

habitat to prairie habitat. 

We need our Chapter members to review the Plan and submit comments. Without your input, we stand to lose one of the great 

public pheasant habitats in the State. 

 

2012 2-Guns-A-Week Raffle 

 

The 2012 2-Guns-A-Week Raffle is currently underway! 

Read the Official Rules for the 2012 Drawing  

  

Visit the Guns-A-Week link off to your right or by Clicking Here 

2012 – 2 Guns-A-Week Flyer : 2012 2 GAW Flyer 

2012 – 2 Guns-A-Week Mail-in Form : 2012 Mail-in Form 

http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/ccp/mt/bwd/bwd.html
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/ccp/mt/bwd/bwd.html
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/forms/bwd_form_comments.php
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/ccp/mt/bwd/bwd.html
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/ccp/mt/bwd/bwd.html
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/ccp/mt/bwd/bwd.html
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/planning/forms/bwd_form_comments.php
http://montanapf.org/MTPF/2012-2-guns-a-week-raffle/
http://montanapf.org/MTPF/gun-a-week/
http://montanapf.org/MTPF/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/2012-2-GAW-Flyer.pdf
http://montanapf.org/MTPF/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/2012-mailin-form.pdf


DU Acquires Prime Breeding Ground Habitat 

 

LORING, Mont., August 22, 2011—As part of ongoing efforts to conserve intact prairie pot-

hole habitat, Ducks Unlimited and its foundation, Wetlands America Trust, recently acquired a 

2,158-acre complex of grassland and wetland habitat in north-central Montana's "Hi-Line." Known 

locally as the Wingert Place, the ranch is a prime example of short-grass prairie and seasonal wet-

land habitat. More than 200 acres of seasonal prairie pothole wetlands are scattered throughout the ranch and will provide quali-

ty migration and breeding habitat for a variety of waterfowl and other bird species. 

 

"This was a unique opportunity to conserve some of Montana's best remaining grassland and wetland habitats," said Bob Sanders, 

DU's manager of conservation programs for Montana. "The ranch has almost 10 percent wetland cover, which is extremely high 

for this part of the Prairie Pothole Region." 

 

The Henderson family initiated the conversation last October when they called Sanders to ask if DU was interested in buying 

land. "Many people don't realize that DU often accepts donations of land and will sometimes purchase properties with high wa-

terfowl habitat values," Sanders said. "Thankfully, we were able to work with the Henderson family and everything came togeth-

er to conserve this well-managed piece of prairie habitat."  

 

DU plans to keep the ranch in livestock grazing and will explore a variety of conservation options to ensure the grassland and 

wetland values of the ranch are perpetuated.  

 

"Cattle grazing is a key component of these systems, and we will continue to have the land in grass-based agriculture," Sanders 

said. "A strong local ranching economy is vital to local communities and to the conservation of waterfowl and other wildlife spe-

cies."  

 

Ducks Unlimited is the world's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving North America's continually disappearing 

waterfowl habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has conserved more than 12 million acres, thanks to contributions 

from more than a million supporters across the continent. Guided by science and dedicated to program efficiency, DU works 

toward the vision of wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever. 

http://www.ducks.org/conservation/where-we-work/prairie-pothole-region
http://www.ducks.org/montana


October 25, 2011 

Canadian Long-Gun Registry To Be Scrapped 
The Conservative Party of Canada kept one of its' election promises today by introducing legislation to scrap the controversial 

long-gun registry. 

The proposed legislation, introduced in the House of Commons by Public Safety Minister Vic Toews, would eliminate the regis-

try and all information currently contained in it. 

"It's a great step in the right direction" said Delta's Vice President of Policy Dr. Bob Bailey. "It's stopping the spread of gun con-

trol and is now actually taking it a step back  in Canada" 

The long-gun registry was introduced in 1995 by Jean Chre-

tien's Liberal government and while it said the program would 

only cost $2 million, costs ballooned to more than $1 billion. 

Delta Waterfowl and other members of Canada's Outdoors 

Network, representing 500,000 outdoors enthusiasts from 29 

organizations, have lobbied to abolish the registry, calling it 

ineffective and wasteful. 

"The gun registry had no demonstrated effect of public safety," 

says Dr. Bailey, who is also the National Coordinator of the 

Outdoors Network. "The Public Safety Department could not 

say the registry had saved a single life. It is a public safety alba-

tross, an empty facade really. A sizable amount of money was 

essentially wasted." 

The bill is expected to pass easily in the Conservative majority Parliament. But Dr. Bailey warns that until the long gun registry is 

officially scrapped, all hunters, trappers and shooting sports enthusiasts must make sure they carry the appropriate paperwork. 

Failing to have the paperwork with you for a registered firearm can still lead to a Criminal Code offense. 

Canada's Outdoors Network is the nation's largest coalition of outdoor enthusiasts representing hunters, trappers and sport 

shooters. 



Dave Rorem Seminar is set for July 27th-29th, 2012 at the Treasure State Retriever Club 

grounds North of Butte, MT. Details are still sketchy, look on Entry Express for more infor-

mation. I heard that this will likely be an advanced handling seminar. Cost is $300 for an observ-

er and $550 for a participant with a dog who is a master hunter or running Amateur or Open 

all age stakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a great flow chart to follow from puppy to finished dog from Mike Lardy. 



Wild Game Potluck  

December 20, 2011 

Montana FWP confer-

ence room on So. 19th. 

Bozeman   




