


Members Present:  Al Gadoury, Jack Weiss, Greg 

Johnson, Mike Heard, Kerri Payne, Sam Robinson, 

Jeff Squire, David French, Cheryl Johnson and Peter 

Bakun. 

 
Minutes from the February 21 meeting were read.  

Correction was made on the Spaniel Hunt Test date 

to 6/2-3, / 2012. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Kerri presented our checking 

account balance at $5589 and money market at 

$4451.  Sam is exploring options for higher interest 

on both the checking and money market accounts. 

She has received checks and expenses on the NAS-

TRA event but is still awaiting a final income state-

ment.  She is checking on options for insurance on 

our two trailers and the equipment in them.  The 

club post office box has been changed.  New address 

is: 

 

MHGDC 

Box 1094 

Belgrade, Montana 59714 
 
Retriever Report: The first TED of the year was 

held on 4/8.Twelve dogs participated and eight dogs 

passed.  It was run as an HRC upland test.  The test 

made a profit of $45.Notify Al if you want to be put 

on the “training list”.  You will then receive emails as 

to times and locations of trainings.  HRC upland test 

will be held 5/5-6.  HRC retriever test will bill held 

7/28-29. 

 
Pointer Report:  Thursday trainings are going well 

and are well attended.  The first TED was held and 

well attended.  Based on attendance so far they will 

need more quail. 

 
 Spaniel Report:  Field trial was held 3/31-4/1.  

Weather and birds conspired to make very difficult 

conditions.  In spite of many issues due to poor birds 

the trial came close to a break even and ended with 

a small loss $200.   

 
Unfinished Business:  1. Greg posted the final 

club calendar at the club web site mhgdc.org.  
2. We will look into using the jewelry donated to 

the club for raffles to be sold at the HRC tests. 3. 

Cocker event is planned for May 18, 19, 20.  Event 

will be held in Roy Mt at Robert Griffin’s property.  

The club has made deposit of $1500(?) for the birds 

to be used at the event.  Concerns were raised 

about cash flow issues stemming from timing of final 

payments on birds and actual entry fee deposits from 

event.  Board has asked Robert to attempt to delay final 

payment for birds until after event is completed.  4. Dave 

Andrus of FWP attended the beginning of our meeting to 

discuss the Use Permit for 2012.  Dave is the new park 

manager for the Headwaters and Buffalo Jump State Parks.  

The final permit is acceptable to the board with a few new 

terms in it.  First, the permit must go to all members.  We 

will email the permit and put a copy of it on the newslet-

ter.  It will also be posted on our web site.  Secondly, we 

must have signs at formal events stating that live ammuni-
tion is being used.  This is to insure safety to the general 

public.  Greg and Jeff will make signs to be used.  Third, 

there is a clause “steel or non toxic shot is recommended 

and encouraged” for use at Headwaters State Park.  Dave 

clarified this sentence to the board that this does not ban 

in any way the use of lead shot.  The board would have 

preferred to have this clause deleted but after much dis-

cussion agreed to accept it. 

 
New Business:  1.Jack raised concerns about the large 

financial commitment being made for the cocker event. 

His concern is that there was not full board participation 

in the final decision. Greg will take steps to be sure that 

the full board is involved in the final decisions being made 

on future events etc.  2. There was much discussion on 
birds, suppliers, costs and quantities of birds needed.  

Motion made by Al and approved to purchase 100 addi-

tional quail for the Pointer group.   These birds would 

come from a new supplier near Great Falls.  Motion made 

by Al and approved to purchase 75 live ducks for the 

HRC test in July.  3. Mike Heard is investigating new 

grounds in Gallatin County for use in trainings and events.  

He will report further at the next meeting.  4. Glen Leh-

rer has requested our help in a Pheasant Forever youth 

day to be held June 30.  Board will send an email to the 

club asking for volunteers and dogs to help.   

 

 

Meeting adjourned and next meeting will be June 19, 2012. 
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Ticks Are Just Around the Corner! 

Greg Johnson 

Ticks are an important blood-sucking arthropod to watch for in the spring. Generally they begin emerging from hibernation at this 

time of year and begin questing for a warm-blooded animal (you, me or our faithful hunting companion) to hitch a ride, suck blood, 

mate, and lay eggs.  They can be very abundant in wooded areas, meadows with medium height grasses and shrubs, pastures along 

streams, like the Horse Pasture, and sagebrush flats.  Most of these habitats provide a home for small mammals which the immature 

ticks feed on, and provide forage that attracts the large mammals (deer, horses, dogs and humans) on which adult ticks attach and take 

a blood meal.   

We have fewer tick species to deal with in Montana than other regions of the U.S.  This is in part related to habitat and environmental 

conditions (e.g., temperature, humidity, ground cover, etc).  However, there are several important ticks that do occur in the state, in-

cluding the Rocky Mountain wood tick, American dog tick, winter tick, and spinose ear tick.  Of these, the wood tick and American 

dog tick are commonly found either attached to us or our dogs.  Both species are capable of transmitting Rocky Mountain spotted 

fever (nine human cases in Montana in 2009), Colorado tick fever, and tick paralysis – a reaction to neurotoxins in tick saliva that’s 

injected while the tick is attached and feeding.  Fortunately, we don’t have the ticks in Montana that transmit Lyme disease. 

While the incidence of these diseases in the state is low, it’s to our benefit to take precautions to prevent them from attaching to us or 

our dogs.  At this time of year, if you’re heading out to train or go for a hike, it’s a good idea to spray your pant legs with a repellent 

containing DEET from the knees down to repel ticks that want to crawl up your pant leg.  Wearing light colored clothing helps to see 

ticks crawling on you before they’ve had a chance to dig in for a meal.  Checking your clothing and body after returning from the 

field is also imperative.   

A number of products are available for dogs that are labeled to repel or kill ticks.  These include dog collars that contain an insecti-

cide, shampoos, oral medicines and liquids.  Over the years I’ve used several different tick preventatives and have found Frontline or 

similar products are the easiest to apply and most effective against ticks in this area.  Frontline (active ingredient – fipronil) is applied 

once a month by squeezing the contents out of the plastic vial onto the skin in one or several spots between the shoulder blades of the 

dog.  It takes a couple of hours to dry and the dog can then go swimming without washing the product off.  There are generic forms of 

Frontline on the market today and these are just as good and less expensive as the original product.  K-9 Advantix II is applied in a 

similar manner with different insecticides.  It should be equally effective as Frontline.  These products can be purchased from your 

vet, pet stores, Wal-Mart, Murdoch’s, and sometimes Costco.   

If you find a tick embedded in you or your dog, the best way to remove it is to use fine-tipped tweezers and grasp the tick as close to 

the skin’s surface as possible.  Pull upward with a steady, even pressure.  Don’t twist or jerk as this can cause the mouthparts to break 

off in the skin.  After removing the tick, thoroughly clean the bite area and your hands with rubbing alcohol, an iodine scrub, or soap 

and water. Avoid folklore remedies such as "painting" the tick with nail polish or petroleum jelly, or using heat to make the tick de-

tach from the skin. 

 

                                               
        
 



 

May 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 HRC Upland 

Horse Pasture 

6 HRC Upland 

Horse Pasture 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 

Flushing TED 

14 15 16 17 18 

Cocker FT 

19 Pointer PED 

Cocker FT 

20 

Cocker FT Roy, 

MT 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

27 28 29 30 31   

June 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 Spaniel 

Hunt Test 

3 Spaniel 

Hunt Test 
4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 Flushing 

TED 
11 12 13 14 15 16 Pointer 

PED 

17 18 19 Board 

Meeting 
20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 










