
We start 2013 with a new slate of officers and board members. President:: Mike Heard, VP: Al Ga-

doury, Secretary: Javan Druckenmiller, Treasurer: Kerri Payne. Board members for the Retriever 

Group: David French, Ron Adlington, Spaniel Group: Ed Woods and Cheryl Johnson and Pointer 

Group: Peter Bakun and Sam Robinson. Contact information for the officers and board of directors is 

listed on this page to the left. 

The Spaniel groups and Retriever groups have started training on the weekends and attendance has 

been fairly good. If you would like to train with your respective group give us a call and we will put 

you on the email list of where and when we will be training. 

One big project that needs attention ASAP is to finish repairs to the bird pens. The board approved 

the blueprints that Kyle Barner submitted with an estimated price of $820. March 17th Sunday at 

9am please help us make repairs to the club bird pens at Madison River Kennels, the old 

Setzers property. Please bring: steel post pounder, post hole digger—we have 8 

holes to dig, fence/wire pliers, spade shovels, step ladder, hand saw, chain saw. 

Kyle Barner will pick up the materials. WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

The board increased membership dues beginning April 1st of this year to $45. Reasons for the in-

crease are stated in the February 19th, 2013 board of directors meeting minutes. 

One goal I have as president is to search for new training grounds for the club membership and espe-

cially for holding events. The club is very fortunate to have the horse pasture which meets most of 

the clubs needs for training,  however, it is not big enough for all of us train on at the same time on 

the weekend. The retriever group is desperate to find private property for training on the weekends 

and suitable to hold our HRC hunt tests close to Bozeman. This requires adequate water, with sever-

al ponds and nearby land with different types of cover to set up a variety of marking scenarios and 

blinds. Right now we are holding events 90+ miles away from Bozeman. I respectfully ask for the club 

memberships help to benefit all three groups. 

President’s Message 

February 22nd 2013 
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    MHGDC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

      February 19, 2013 

 
Members Present: Mike Heard, Al Gadoury, Kerri Payne, Javan Druckenmiller, Peter Bakun, Sam Robin-

son, Cheryl Johnson, Ed Woods. 

 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. Roll call and introduction of new board members and 

guests took place. 

 

Special Presentations: 
Glen Lehrers from Pheasants Forever Gallatin Valley Chapter presented the “Young Hunter Program” to 

the board. He spoke of the programs mission and its successes to date. Pheasants Forever would like the 

MHGDC members to get involved in the program and just try it out. They can use all breads of dogs and 

their handlers at several events this summer including a “Shooting, Ethics, Dogs, Birds” class on June 29th, 

“Training Bird Dogs to Hunt” class on July 27th, and “Upland Hunting with Dogs” on the Huempfner Ranch 

on September 21st. Anyone interested in participating should contact Mike Vance at 587-8603 or Glen Leh-

rers at 586-0015. 

 
Dave Andrus from FWP discussed the clubs use permit for the Headwaters State Park property. The permit 

and fee of $300 will largely remained unchanged from last year. However, language was added to section 9 

allowing the use of motorized vehicles in certain circumstances. Those wishing to use motorized vehicles 

must receive prior approval from FWP. People should contact Dave Andrus directly by calling (406) 285-

3610 or email at daveandrus@mt.gov. Dave also requested that any club members witnessing abuse of the 

property to contact him as soon as possible. There have been a few people using the horse pasture for tar-

get shooting with rifles which is prohibited. FWP will be installing some new signs instructing the public of 

the restricted uses. Al questioned whether to club can receive credit towards its use permit for the various 

annual improvements to the property that are paid for with club funds. Dave will check and get back to us. 

Dave also requested that we send him a schedule of events for the year.  

 
Minutes: Minutes from the December 20th meeting were read. Al motioned to approve the minutes. Kerri 

2nd the motion. Motion was unanimously approved.  

 

Treasurers Report:  
 73 Members have paid to date for a total income of $2555.00. Annual Dinner had a total of $1835 in raf-

fle funds collected. Total expenses for the dinner were $2452.25. Total loss for the dinner was $617.25. 

However, everyone agreed it was a success.  
 Total of the clubs funds to date are $18,819.58. However, the known expenses coming up in the next 

three months include: birds for Spaniel FT, birds for HRC event, birds for the pointers group, bird pen 

repair, ribbons for events, insurance renewal, pheasants forever sponsorship renewal, and FWP fee.  

 
Retriever Report: Al gave a summary of the annual banquet, awards presented, and thanked all those who 

were involved and who donated items. Again everyone agreed the night was a success. Al noted that the 

current cover of the Hunting Retriever Magazine features Meg, a nine year old female yellow lab owned by 

Margo Ellis. Everyone should check it out. The HRC Upland Hunt Test will be held May 4th and 5th at the 

Headwaters State Park. There will also be a non-sanctioned HRC Started Hunt Test for entry level flushing 

dogs. Forms will be available on the HRC website soon. The regular HRC Hunt Test will be held on July 27th 

and 28th at Elk Park in Butte. The retriever group is training now. Any flushing dog of any ability and age are 

welcome to attend the trainings. Check your email for the time and place. Al reminded everyone wanting to 

train with wild birds or participate in the flushing dog evaluation days must have the required permit from 

FWP. Copies are available on the club website.  

mailto:daveandrus@mt.gov


Spaniels: Spaniels are training on Saturdays. Details including food for the event and the required 

birds are coming together.   

 
Pointers: Pointers will start training on the first Thursday in April. The pointers echoed thank you to 

everyone involved in making the annual banquet happen.  

 

Unfinished Business: 
  The outstanding debt for the NASTRA event was discussed. Sam reported that he has been trying 

to collect funds for the last two months with disappointing results. Only one of the outstanding 

payments has been received leaving an outstanding debt of $560. Kerri Payne motioned that if the 

dues are not paid in two weeks’ time, a letter be drafted and sent to the chairman. The clubs 

stance will be that if the dues are not paid in a timely manner, it will jeopardize future support of 

such events by the club. In the meantime the board will also contact Tom Curtis to solicit advice 

on the matter. Al 2nd the motion. Motion was unanimously approved. 
  A plan for rebuilding the bird pens was reviewed. Total costs are estimated at $800. Al motioned 

that the board approve the plans and the estimated expenses. Cheryl 2nd the motion. Motion was 

unanimously approved. 
  Budget was reviewed. Fixed expenses for the year include: $600 bird pen rent, $300 horse pas-

ture rent, $1,128 insurance, $200 weed spray, $210 outhouse, $15 state fees, $45 bank fees, $60 

P.O. Box and $46 renewal cards, and an estimated $500 for the annual banquet. Total expenses 

are $3,104. Total income to date is $2555. Al motioned to approve these expenses and the budget 

as is. Peter 2nd the motion. Motion was unanimously approved. 
  Raising the annual dues was discussed. Al motioned to raise the dues to $45 for all members re-

newing or joining after April 1st. Cheryl 2nd the motion. Motion was unanimously approved. 
  Pheasants Forever annual sponsorship was discussed. The price has increased from $300 to $350. 

Al motioned to approve the sponsorship at the new price of $350. Peter 2nd the motion. Motion 

was unanimously approved. 

 

New Business: 
 New signature cards are required for the bank. Kerri motioned to approve Mike Heard and Kerri 

Payne as signors on the clubs account. Al 2nd the motion. Motion was unanimously approved. 
 Al motioned to move the Christmas party to Saturday December 7th. Javan 2nd the motion. Motion 

was unanimously approved. 
 Al motioned to move the annual banquet to Saturday February 1st. Cheryl 2nd the motion. Motion 

was unanimously approved. 

 

The meeting was adjourned shortly before 8pm. The next meeting is scheduled for 

April 16th and will be held at 6:30pm at the KBZK studios. 
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Retriever Report 
  
The MHGDC Annual Meeting at the Grantree Inn was well attended by 79 members. Thanks go 

out to Sam & Pricilla Robinson for organizing the raffle, Auctioneer Jack Weiss, Treasurer Kerri 

Payne and her team of helpers Yvonne, Constance, Michael and Osten. Many of our members do-

nated raffle prizes; Flying Fur Game Processing, Will & Sally Avril, Dan & Alice Marsh, Jim & Cindy 

Hoschouer, Murdocks, Ron Adlington, Uplanders Warehouse, Scott Benowitz, Larry & Ann Mich-
nevich, Tom Curtis, Greg & Cheryl Johnson, Chris & Heather Maxcy, Ray Bradley, Sam & Pricilla 

Robinson, Kyle Barner and Al Gadoury. Retiring Board members Greg Johnson, Jack Weiss and Jeff 

Squire were honored for their years of service. Ray Bradley received an Honorary Membership for 

his many years of service as our Treasurer. Retriever awards went to Randy Piersons spaniel Da-

kota, HRC Upland Hunter Title, Margo Ellis Sweet Pea, HRC Hunting Retriever Title, Cheryl 

Dooleys cocker Moxie, HRC Started Hunting Retriever Title and Olivia Steel-Mortimers cockers 

Buster and Derwin, HRC Started Hunting Retriever Titles. The event lost $617.25 

 
Uplanders Warehouse has a retail store open at 32D Shawnee Drive off the Frontage Road east of 

Bozeman. This store has everything for the hunter and dog trainer. They are club members and 

have always been generous in regards to our raffles hunt tests and fields. 

 
On the cover of the February/March issue of the Hunting Retriever magazine is HRCH UH Broken 

Willow Screamin Eagle, AKA Meg, a nine-year-old yellow lab female owned by Margo Ellis. Photo 

was taken at the 2011 Fall Grand in Canada. 

 
The HRC Upland Hunt Test will be May 4 and 5 at Headwaters. In addition to the regular Upland 

Hunt Test there will be a non-HRC sanctioned Started Hunt Test for entry level flushing dogs. The 

entry forms will be available on the HRC website soon. Our HRC Hunt Test will be July 27 and 28 

at Elk Park in Butte. 

 
 Retrievers are training. Any flushing dog at any level and any age are welcome to train with us. 

Check your e-mail for time and place. Please bring a duck call, shotgun, dark and a light jacket and 

any training equipment that you have. To train with live gamebirds or participate in the flushing dog 

Training Evaluation Days you must have a game bird permit from FWP. Copies are available from 

the club website www.mhgdc.org. 

 

 

Al Gadoury  
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Training Photos 
 
 

Page 6  



 

More Training Photos 
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